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Directions 
Read this article. Then answer questions 1 through 6.

The Rain Forest—Worth Saving 
by Julia Webster

1  Picture a forest with amazingly tall trees, brilliantly colored flowers, and twisting vines. 
Then add unusual butterflies, birds, and animals to the picture. The forest you imagine is a 
tropical rain forest. Tropical rain forests are the places that have the greatest biodiversity 1 in 
the world. They cover less than 6 percent of the world’s land area, yet they contain more than 
half of the world’s plant and animal species.

1 biodiversity: many different kinds of plants and animals in an environment
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2  Today, rain forests are in danger of disappearing. Loggers and ranchers cut down valuable 
trees, and large companies cut down forests to make space for coffee and banana plantations. 
Poachers2 capture rare rain forest animals and sell the animals for great profits. And miners 
clear large, open pits to dig for gold, oil, and iron. The mining process causes pollution of 
rivers and other water supplies.

3  It is critical that we save the rain forests. Trees and plants of the rain forests release gases 
that provide much of the world’s oxygen supply. Also, the world’s climate is affected by rain 
forests. When trees are cut down, the remaining parts release carbon dioxide into the air, 
causing global warming.

4  Many products come from the rain forest. Various medicines used worldwide have been 
developed from rain forest plants. Rubber, bamboo, and many spices come from rain forest 
plants. Are you a chocolate or vanilla fan? Both of these flavors come from the rain forest.

5  Efforts are being made to preserve our rain forests. Some have been selected to be national 
parks where logging and mining aren’t allowed. Farmers and ranchers are learning methods 
that don’t harm the soil and cause pollution. Tourists are encouraged to visit and learn about 
rain forests. Once they experience the beauty and value of the rain forest, many tourists 
volunteer to help. We all depend on rain forests, so they are certainly worth saving.

2 poachers: people who kill or steal wild animals
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 1  Which detail from the article best supports the author’s point that destroying rain forests 
would be harmful for the rest of the world?

A “Poachers capture rare rain forest animals and sell the animals for great profits.” (paragraph 2)

B “Various medicines used worldwide have been developed from rain forest plants.” (paragraph 4)

C “Farmers and ranchers are learning methods that don’t harm the soil and cause pollution.” 
(paragraph 5)

D “Tourists are encouraged to visit and learn about rain forests.” (paragraph 5)

 2  Read this sentence from paragraph 1.

 Tropical rain forests are the places that have the greatest biodiversity in the world.

Which evidence best supports this claim?

A “Today, rain forests are in danger of disappearing.” (paragraph 2)

B “When trees are cut down, the remaining parts release carbon dioxide into the air, 
causing global warming.” (paragraph 3)

C “Rubber, bamboo, and many spices come from rain forest plants.” (paragraph 4)

D “Some have been selected to be national parks where logging and mining aren’t allowed.” 
(paragraph 5)

 3  How does the author of “The Rain Forest—Worth Saving” support the point in paragraph 2 
that “rain forests are in danger of disappearing”? Use two details from the article to support 
your response.
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 4  What does the word “critical” in paragraph 3 suggest about saving the rain forests?

A It needs to happen now.

B It is a long process.

C It is unlikely to happen.

D It is an easy process.

 5  Which conclusion can be drawn from paragraph 5?

A When people learn about the rain forest, they often decide to protect it.

B People are working to protect rain forests, but it is too late to save them.

C Only people who do not profit from harming rain forests want to save them.

D The best way to save the rain forests is to turn them into national parks.

 6  Based on the information in the article, what can the reader conclude about the rain forests? 
Use two details from the article to support your response.
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Directions 
Read this article. Then answer the questions 7 through 12.

Animals of the Rain Forest
by Shawn Parcell

1  Most animals that live in the emergent layer of the rain forest can jump, fly, or glide. One 
example is the pygmy glider. This squirrel-like animal has a flap of skin that extends between 
its front and back legs. When its legs are stretched out, the pygmy glider can swoop from 
treetop to treetop in search of insects to eat. 

2  About half of the world’s species of animals inhabit1 the canopy layer. One species includes 
the extremely slow-moving sloth. Sloths hang upside down in trees and rarely leave the canopy 
layer. Some don’t come down for decades! Although scientists estimate that fifty percent of the 
world’s species of animals currently live in this layer, they also suspect that as rain forests have 
been cleared for farming and development, some species may have become extinct before they 
were even discovered.

1 inhabit: live in
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 Emergent Layer
• Few trees, some as tall as 200 feet
• Most trees are hardwood broadleaved evergreens
• Trees get much sunlight; also high heat and strong winds

 Canopy Layer
• Trees can be between 50 and 130 feet tall
• Branches spread out and form a canopy, or roof, 
 over the lower layers 
• Gets much sunlight and rainfall 
• About 90% of the plants and animals live in this layer

 Understory Layer
• Up to 60-foot trees, vines, and shrubs packed in tightly 
• Receives little sunlight
• Tangle of plants provides great camouflage for animals 
 living there

 Forest Floor
• Moss, ferns, and a few types of plants live here 
• Little to no sunlight gets through; shaded, unless a 
 large tree falls and opens a gap in the canopy
• Branches, leaves, seeds, and fruits decay on the 
 forest floor

3  The poison dart frog is a surprising inhabitant of the understory layer. Unlike most 
understory inhabitants, this thumbnail-size frog doesn’t depend on camouflage for protection. 
Its brilliant colors warn predators to stay away. These tiny frogs possess a powerful poison. An 
amount smaller than a grain of salt can kill a person! 

4  The largest and the smallest animals of the rain forest live on the forest floor. Elephants, 
tigers, and jaguars live there along with millions of tiny insects. Some insects, such as beetles, 
keep the forest floor clean by eating decayed2 matter. Army ants also live on the floor. Colonies 
of up to 700,000 army ants roam the forest floor in search of food. They will attack and kill 
anything that moves. Army ants can eat a horse in only a few hours!

2 decayed: rotted, broken down
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 7  Which detail is found only in the diagram in “Animals of the Rain Forest” and not the text?

A The names of the four layers in the rain forest.

B Animals can camouflage in the rain forest.

C Moss and ferns are found on the forest floor.

D Animals in the emergent layer can jump, fly, or glide.

 8  Which evidence from the diagram best supports a claim made in paragraph 2 of “Animals of 
the Rain Forest”?

A “Most trees are hardwood broadleaved evergreens” (Emergent Layer)

B “About 90% of the plants and animals live in this layer” (Canopy Layer)

C “Tangle of plants provides great camouflage for animals living there” (Understory Layer)

D “Little to no sunlight gets through; shaded, unless a large tree falls and opens a gap in 
the canopy” (Forest Floor)

 9  Which idea is found in both the article “Animals of the Rain Forest” and the diagram?

A More animals and plants of the rain forest live in the canopy than in any other layer.

B The forest floor is mostly shaded unless a large tree falls and opens a gap in the canopy.

C Species of the canopy layer may have already become extinct before they were 
discovered.

D The largest and the smallest of the rain forest animals live on the forest floor.
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 10  What does the word “camouflage” mean as it is used in paragraph 3 of “Animals of the  
Rain Forest”? 

A jumping suddenly to startle enemies

B using poison to frighten other animals away

C using color to attract insects to eat

D hiding by blending into the surroundings

 11  Which of the following topics is discussed in both “The Rain Forest—Worth Saving” and 
“Animals of the Rain Forest”? 

A common products that come from rain forests

B dangerous animals that live in the rain forest

C how tall some trees grow in the rain forest

D harmful effects of disappearing rain forests

 12  Which paragraph best explains that important products come from the rain forest? 

A paragraph 3 of “The Rain Forest—Worth Saving”

B paragraph 4 of “The Rain Forest—Worth Saving”

C paragraph 2 of “Animals of the Rain Forest”

D paragraph 3 of “Animals of the Rain Forest”
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Directions 
Read this article. Then answer questions 13 through 17.

Medicinal Plants  
of the Rain Forest

by Lea Rossi

1  People who live in rain forests have used their trees and plants to treat illnesses for 
thousands of years. Yet, modern-day scientists have only recently begun to discover the 
benefits of these plants. The rain forest has been called “Nature’s Medicine Cabinet.” About 
7,000 medicines come from plants found in rain forests around the world. 

2  These medicines are used to treat a wide variety of conditions, from toothaches and colds 
to cancer and AIDS. One example is quinine. This chemical comes from the bark of the 
cinchona tree that grows to a height of about 65 feet. Quinine is used to treat malaria. 

3  Another example is a fast-acting poison called curare [kyoo RAHR ee]. It comes from  
a vine that climbs trees from the floor of the rain forest to the canopy. Native people use  
curare to poison the tips of darts and arrows. Surprisingly, scientists discovered that  
curare could also be used to save lives. They discovered that it could be used to relax  
patients’ muscles during surgery.  

4  About 150 different chemicals come from the cocoa tree. These trees thrive in the 
understory layer of the rain forest. Chemicals from this tree are used in medicines that  
treat fevers, coughs, and cuts. 

5  More than two-thirds of all cancer-fighting medicines come from rain forests. Cat’s  
claw is one example of a cancer-fighting plant. It is a vine that grows in the canopy layer  
of the rain forest. 

6  Scientists have only just begun to tap the resources of rain forest plants. Today, less than 
one percent of plants found in rain forests have been tested to discover medicinal benefits. 
As rain forests are cleared for farming, ranching,1 and logging, scientists estimate that about 
137 plants and animals become extinct every day. As rain forests disappear, so do the 
possibilities of finding cures and life-saving drugs.

1 ranching: raising large animals on cleared land.
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 13  Read this sentence from paragraph 1 of “Medicinal Plants of the Rain Forest.”

  Yet, modern-day scientists have only recently begun to discover the  
benefits of these plants. 

Which paragraph best supports this claim?

A paragraph 2

B paragraph 4

C paragraph 5

D paragraph 6

 14  How does the diagram on page 373 of “Animals of the Rain Forest” help the reader better 
understand “Medicinal Plants of the Rain Forest”? 

A It helps the reader visualize how plants and animals could be destroyed  
in the rain forest.

B It helps the reader visualize how and why different plants can help people.

C It helps the reader understand where different plants grow and thrive.

D It helps the reader understand why different plants can sometimes help people.
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 15  What does the reader learn about poisons based on “Medicinal Plants of the Rain Forest” and 
“Animals of the Rain Forest”? Use two details from the articles to support your response.

  

  

  

  

  

 

 16  Which details in “The Rain Forest—Worth Saving” support the main idea in “Medicinal 
Plants of the Rain Forest”? Use two details from the articles to support your response.
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 Plan your writing for question 17 on another sheet of paper.

 17  Why is it important to save the rain forests? How do rain forests contribute to the field 
of medicine? Use details from the three articles to support your response.

In your response, be sure to

• explain why it is important to save the rain forests

• describe how rain forests contribute to the field of medicine

• use details from the three articles to support your response
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